On the 16th of January, 1821, L. Roberts, of this place, was shot by the discharge of a small cannon, on board one of the steamboats, used as a signal for arrival and departure. He was standing with others on the bank of the river, and the piece being-pointed incautiously to the shore, wounded by its discharge the subject of this article in the back. It was supposed that the wadding of the gun was made of some old clothes having buttons on them, from the circumstance and appearance of the wound, which was on the right of the spine, just below the crest of the ileum, about the size of a quarter of a dollar. Upon examination, it appeared that, the intestinal canal was broken, as the contents of the bowels were discharged freely at the wound. The 
